Te ach and receive not, becauſe ye ak 
amiſs. Jam. 2: 


1Thou caſteſt off Fear, and reſlraineſt Prayer 
before Goa. Job 15. 4. 
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To the Flock of CuxrisT un- 
( der my Charge. 


Orgrve me this Wrong, dear Bre- 
thren; IT am jealous over you: 1 
fear the Spirit of Slumber gets ground 
of the Spirit of Prayer in w. And, 
if ſo, what comes next ? 
Paſtors become brutiſh ! and what makes 
them ſo? They have not ſought the Lord, 
| Jer, 10. 21. Peomledo turn back, and what 
canſeth their Apoſtacy ? They have not ſought 
the Lord, Zyph. 1.6. Lord, give us both 
this Day our daily Spirit of Prayer. Amer. 
Let this Book, or rather Index, paſs thorow 
the Cenſares that fall on it, as well as it can. 
{| Not a Drop of Ink will 1 ſpend i in its Defence. 
But, I will fill what room I have left with this 
Adaition untoit. This Addition, of Memoirs 
much a-kin. 
| The Conception of Prayer ; 1s 1n the 
Will and Heart. Heb. 10. 22. Let us draw 
near with a true Heart. Like Hearts, like 
Prayers: [ 
2, The Birth of Prayer i Is IN Expreſſion 
go! the Heart's Deſire. P/; 


[] , Jo 


1V __ Dedication. 
out your Heart before him. Expreſſion is, 
by Words of Mind or Words of Mouth. Ty 
Sickneſs, our Eves, Hands, Tears, and al] 
thinns be ſo many 1 on2ues. . TT 
3. The Matter of Prayer is ſuch as is of 
Moment to us, and is warranted by God' 
Word. Of Moment; elſe we take God 
Name in vain, Exod. 20.7. Warrantel, 
elſe we forget, 1 John 5.14. If we ask a 
cording to his Will, he heareth us. He woull 
be out of the way that ſhould petition the Kjng 
to lend him a Pin, or give him a Licence th 
commit Treafon. Dr. Ames ſaith well; | 
dam deſideria licita, ſunt ita levia, F 
Some lawful Deſires are too light for py 
Prayers; as thoſe of winning, in a Gam 
wherein you are playing. -- ha 
4. The Obje& of Prayer is God only, 
| None leſs is either worthy of the Honour, ay c 
able to impart Benefits to the Worſhippal 
Mat. 4. 10. Him only ſhalt thou fervqy 
Not merely becauſe he was a Devil, but, MW. 
- cauſe he was not God, our Saviour aenicaÞ;, 
; worſhip Satan. tc 
= 5. The Mediator thro, whom we mul 
| pray to God is Jeſus Chrift only. I, 
Chriſt truly, John 16. 27. Ye ſhall ask I, 
my Name. 1: is Chriſt oy: 1 T1m. 2.) 


There is one God and one Mediator. |, 
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Dedication. _ V 
O04ject. Chriſt is not mentioned in the 
Lord's Prayer. Solut. Not expreſly ; but, 
| he is implicitly mentioned in all of it. For, 
| 1. God is m0 gracious Father to us, but in 
\ Chriſt. 2. God's Name cannot be hallowed 
| by ws, but in and throughChriſt. 3. God's 
T Kingdom cannot be ſerved by us, bat as it is 
| in the Hand of Chriſt. 4. God's Will to be 
| done by #5, 7s nothing but the Law of Chriſt. 
4 5. Our daily Bread, zs only what s purchafed 
l for us by Chriſt. 6. The Forgiveneſs of our 
(Sins, is impoſſible but by the Blood and through 
the Satisfaction of Chriſt. 7. Deliverance 
| from Temptation, is as zmpoſſible but by the 
1 Spirit of Chriſt. 8. Kingdom, Power and 
[| Glory, there aſcribed, are the Right of God 
to diſpoſe of all things by C hriſt : bt All-ſuffi- 
| crency ſo to do by Chriſt ; and the Revenue of 
tit that muſt thence ariſe unto God through 
} Chriſt. 
, 6. The SubjeQs who are to pray are all 
1Men. Pſal. 65. 2, Unto thee ſhall all Fleſh 
4Jcome. Babes, azd Idiots, uncapacitatea, are 
exempted, But, {uch as conceit themſelves 
to have ſinned the unpardonable Sin ; and 
$on/equently, that they are not to pray, and 
that ZH 1s 1 Vain for them to Prap ; they ery 
, Ind [2 miſerably. It being certain, that no 
lan can be [| are that he hath ſinned that unpar- 
wnable Sin. Foraſmuch, as God hath not 


| — 


vi. Dedication. 
given any Rule, by which we can judg of i ite, 
[See Mr. Howe o# > this Subje#.] 

7. The grand. Quality "of an acceptabl 
Prayer, is unfeigned Hatred of all Sin, and 
fincere Faith in our Saviour. Pal. 66, 18, 
If I regard Iniquity in my Heart, God wiſſi 
not hear my Prayer. Heb. 16. 22. Let us 
draw near with full Aſſurance of Faith, &%« 

8. Good Scholars in Chriſt's School may 
. .need, and will ask for DireCQtion to pra P 
Tt was after they had followed Chriſt a low 
time, that the Diſciples came to him, ſaying 
as Luke 11.1. Lord, teach us to pray. + 
9. The Sorts of Prayer are Vario 7 

Epheſ. 6. Praying withall Prayer, 1. e. ſud 
aen, ſhort Ejaculatory. 1ſa. 33. 2. O Lord 
be gracious unto us. Cloſet-Prayer : Mat) 
6.6, Enter thy Cloſet, ſhut thy Door, at 
pray. Family-Prayer ; Joſh. 24. 15. I an 
my Houſe will {erve the Lord. Publi Ty 
Prayer ; Zech. 8. 21. Come let us go >. 
dily eo pray before the Lord : I will go All: 

10. The whole Scripture doth moſt ule 
fully direct us to Prayer. 2 Tim. 3. 16. 
Seripture is profitable for (all) Inſtruftion 
It inſftrats for every Part of Prayer, fl 
Matter, for Expreſſion, for End, forl Mann 
ard what not. Men are deficient i in Prayth 
thro Ignorance of the Scripture. 
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_ Dedication. Vit 
J1 11, The Lord's Prayer is the ſpecial Pat- 
atern and Example of Prayer. In it we are 
 ſbewn how to preface and how to conclude our 
S Deſires : and alſo how to form and methodize 
ir them. To deſire, das OUr chief End, that 
4 God's Name may be hallowed, his Kingdom 
| advanced, and bis Will obeyed. > And to deſire, 
25 but Means hereof) that we may have Main- 
tenance of our Lives, the daily Pardon of our 
| Sins, and daily Viftory over our Temptations. 
M Grotius 7s ot the only Man who ſaith, Chriſt 
N- tied not his Diſciples to the Uſe of its wery 
1 Syllables. It is ſure we may uſe them; and it 
1 is as plain we may pray after this manner, 
S Mat. 5. 9. I know none but Hypoconariacks, 
W or very Waſps, that vex one another about the 
x Uſe or Diſuſe of it. It was falſely reported, 
y 7-4: Dr. Owen put on his Hat, when a Mini- 
WW er uſed it before him in Oxford. The Reve- 
rend Mr. H. H. took it up, and publiſhed it 
4 too haſtily : this I know. ——_— 
12. The Holy Spirit's Help in Prayer, is 
Wy never to be forgotten, Rom. 8. 26. The 
q >pirit helpeth our Infirmitics. Lex Dogs 
W Mark ever ſo loudly, let not Saints neglett their 
d Guide. The Holy Ghoſt it is, who by Rege- 
Wo neration makes ws to live, John 3.6. Who 
& 7 SanQification maketh us to move in the way 
J of Life, as 2 Thefl. 2. 13. Who, as the Spi- 
4 7it of Supplication, direfeth our Requeſts, 
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quickneth our Deſires, animateth to hope & 
the Grant of them, filleth us with a_—_ 
Reverence, and/gives #5 to rejoice with trems | 
| bling, Pfal. 2. 11. 
4% _y The Gift of Prayer is a Readineſs, 
_—_ - - upon all Occaſions, to expreſs our Deſires to 
| God, in ſound Speech that cannot be blamed, | 
8 . The Worth of it, and the Way to attain it, is 
ſpewn by Dr. Wilkins: whoſe Words are to 
this Ef; ; *© Two Extreams keep Men from 
* this Gift. Their confining themſelves unto 
fer Forms; whzch ut is lawful and convent- 
ent for xew Converts and weak Chriftians 
* todo; tho Book: Prayer is, of it ſelf, com- 
* monly ſomewhat flat and dead; general and 
mot particular enough for every Occaſion.,| 
** And,nextly;their depending alloupon ſud-t. 
** den Suggeltions, as if it were a quenching 
* of the Spirit, to furniſh us with Matter or | 
Wards before-hand, Tis true, when God| 
calls Men to extraordinary Service, he ex 
* traordinarily aſſiſts them, but when Men 
may uſe Means, and do not uſe them, it's 
their great Preſumption. I beſeech Joh, 
avoid theſe Extreams, 
14. Outward Geſture qught to exp res 
our inward Aﬀection in Prayer. When we | 
) pray with others, . we muſt lift up Eyes ans: 
Wo Hands, uncover our Heads, and kneel, or | 
# and : otherwiſe, we tempt Men to think us| 
| ure: wy” 


£c 


a ak Om ou uom muy wo ore 
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irreverent ; we ſhall grieve wiſe Men, and be 
| an Occaſion of Sin to weak ones ; we ſhall give 
| others an i11 Example, and bring upon our 
ſelves an ill Report. In ſecret Prayer we muſt 
alſo remember, that the Geſture of the Boay 


| hath a good or bad Influence on the Temper of 


| the Soul; and that Soul and Boay both are the 
_ $ 
In extraordinary Caſes Prayer muſt 
| avs Faſting joined toit: Ezras. 21. Dax. 
Þ 10.3. This Faſting is ſomewhat more than 
Temperance. For, Temperance is an every 
day's Duty, and Faſting ;s not ſo, but an ex- 
traordinary one. Tet ſo different are the Con- 
| ffitutions of Bodies, that mo certain Rule can 
| be given unto all, for the meaſure of 4bſti- 
'} nence. 
{ 16. Tho in Sickneſs and Diſability to 
| ſpeak, without Pain and Injury to our Bo- 
| dies, we may and ought to pray with no 
,. Words but inward ones, yet 1n Health we 
* fin if we do ſo. Por, God requires us Fo wor- 
ſhip with Soul and Body alſo. And, he knows 
little of himſelf who knows not this, that our 
Mouths are great Helps to our Minas ; and 
1 aur Words do notably help to raiſe up and keep 
| *p our Aﬀedtions. Now, 


I commit you all to Divine Grace and Tui- 


;} tron: Hoping, ok as David, we ſpall be 
in calling 
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X | Dedication: | 
calling on God as long a5. we are able ! And, 
that when we are not able to ſpeak, we (hall, | 


as Moſes, cry to the Lord, tho xo Word be 
uttered : Pal. 116. 2. Exod. 14. 15. 


Your Afﬀectionate | 


Paſtor and Orator, | 


Daniter, BurGEtss. 
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RULES for Prayer. 


Raying is ſtiled Wreſtling. Wreſtlers 
have ſomewhat to do with themſelves, 
both before, 'and #7, and after their 
Wreſtling. They who would be both 

Jacobs and Iſraels, both Wreſtlers and Prevallers 

with God, they muſt thus do, before, in, and af- 

ter, their Praying. 


COINS 


F 1. Before Prayer you muſt, 
R. 1. Thank of its Parts, Of the ſeven Parts of 
It : ſaying within your ſelves, how ſhall I PRE- 
FACE my Speech to my heavenly Father ? With 
what Names and Attributes of his ſhall I beſpeak 
him ? How ſhall I acknowledg my Unworthineſs to 
ſpeak to him ? How ſhall I expreſs my Enconrage- 
ments to addreſs unto him ? and my Purprſe, upon 
my Encouragements, to beg his Mercy and Grace ? 
How ſhall Il implore his Aſſiſtance and Acceptance ? 
How ſhall 1 CONFESS my Sins, Orzgzzal and 
Afﬀual? Sins againſt Law, and againlt Goſpel. 
Their Multitude, their Greatneſs, their Long-conti= 
nuance, 
How ſhall I DEPRECATE., and beſeech God 
to prevent the EvilsI have deſeryed to have come 
upon me ? Or, to remove the Evils which are come 
on me : At leaſt, to/eſſen and mitigate my Suffer- 
ings. : 
How 


ww 
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How ſhall I PETITION, and ſve for the Gift, 
for the Encreaſe, and for the Continuance of ſpirj- 
tual and of temporal good things ? : 

How ſhall I INTERCEDE with my God, and 
ask-Mercy for the World, for the Church, for the 
Land of my Nativity, for the King, for Magiſtrates, 
Aimiſters, and all Orders of Men : For the Chil- 
dren of Afiiftian for my Relations, for my Bene- 


fadtors, and for my Enemies allo ? 


How ſhall I give THANKS and PRAISE to God 
for all his good and his grear Works! His ordinary 
and his extraordinary Mercies, In things ſpiritual 


and in things temporal ; how ſhall I »#u-#ber them, 
and how ſhall I magnify them ? 


How alſo ſhall | CONCLUDE ; and ſhut up 


my Prayer to God with Conſiderations, apt to 


expreſs and to excite my Love unto him, and my 
Confidence 1n him, through the Lord Jeſus Chriſt ? 
This Diſconrſe with your ſelf, will help J«dz- 


_ ment, ſerve Memory, and quicken Aﬀettion. 


R.2. Set right its Ends, Aim at no more, Or 
leſs, than Chriſt's Diretory for Prayer teaches, 
Mat. 6. And have this in mind ; that, Chriſtians 


muſt, by no m:ans, equally deſire all that they deſire in 
their Prayers, 

Goa's Glory, they muſt deſire both abſolutely and 
ultimately; without any Conditions, and beyond 
and above ai] things. 

Grace and Glory, Holineſs and Happineſs for 
themielves, th:y muſt defire abſolutely, but not 
ultimately. Av/olutely, becauſe God% IWill of 
Precept. wich 1s the Rule of our Aﬀting, requires 
It. His 17/1 of Purpoſe, as it is unknown to 1s, 
iC if ts the Rule of his Acting and not of ours. Nor 
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Rules for Prayer. I 3 
is it a Sin of ours, if our Deſire be againſt that 
Will of his. But, «lt:marely, no Man may deſire 


bis own Benefit. God's Children muſt nor deſire 


their own Profit, but in order to their Father's 
Praiſe. Elſe they ſet themſelves above God; or 
make themſelves equal unto him, who is the Chief 
Good and Laſt End. 

After the firſt Grace given, all feans and De. 
grees of Grace muſt be delired moſt ſabyſively ; 
and not «ltzmately or abſolutely, True, there is no 
Poſlibility, nor is it any Man's Duty, to ſubmit 
and be content to be ſinful and miſerable for ever. 
But, it is ſurely poſſible, and moſt duriful, to ſub- 
mit and conſent, if God pleaſe, to be ſerved with 
the pooref# Means, and to be the least of the Saints, 
all days of ones Life. We are tolearn, herewith 
to be content. Yea, for this, to be molt thark- 


ful. 


As for external temporal good things, theſe muſt 
be deſired not only ſubmrſively, but very moderately. 
We mult quietly leave it to God, whether he will 
beſtow them on us or no yea, and mult not ever 
1n our Hearts covet very much of them, or very 
much covet the Portion of them, which we do de- 
fire. We muſt not cry for much, as the Sheol, 
Give, Give: Or, as Rachel, Give or we die. 
Sheep live on a ſhort Paſture ; and, if they are 
denied that it ſelf, they do not roar like Bears. 

Happy they, whoſe Deſires are ſet holily on 
proper Objects, and in juſt Proportions: Bleſled 
are the People which are in ſuch a Caſe! 

R. 3. Watch againit its Hindrances. A ſound 
Believer is a Man given unto Prayer ; P/al. 1 0g. 4. 


And, uſually Men do carefully guard that where- 
FPOCETE | | te 
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to they are devoted. The Enemies of Prayer do 
exceed Number. As many as would pray with. 
out ceaſing, muſt war without ceaſing ; and eſpe- 
cially againſt theſe Rebels, ſcil. Security, and car- 
nal Confidence , ſuch as ſay they are Lords, dg 
add, that they will no more come to God, Fer. 2, 


31: To caſt off Fear, is to reſtrain Prayer, Fob 


Iz. 4. Deſpondency and 4 legal Spirit ;, when it is 
come to that paſs that we ſay there is no Hope, 
we quickly run Riot, and pour out what is moſt 
contrary to Prayer, Fer. 18. 12, There is no 
Hope, we will walk after our own Devices. The 


Spirit of Supplication is the Spirit of Adoption. - 


In ſhort, all Sin ſtrikes at the Life of Prayer, as 
Prayer ſtrikes at the Life of all Sin. And, of all 
Sins, your remperamental Sin, or the Sin of your 


Conſtitution, is the Beelzebub among them, Inſo- | 
much, that unleſs it be ever reſiſted ; unleſs the 


Prattice of it be abſtained from, and the Afedi- 


en of it be gradually mortified, Prayer is /oft or 


ſpoiled, Plainly thus ; either they will not pray, 


or not. holily pray, who being Sargnine, ſhall not 
watch and ſtrive againſt- Levity and Serſuality. 
Who being Phlegmatick, ſhall not watch and ſtrive 
againſt Sloth and Lukewarmmeſs, Who being Me- 
lancholick, ſhall not watch and ſtrive againſt Obſti- 
nacy, Sowrneſs and Revengefulneſs. Who being 
Cholerick, ſhall not watch and ſtrive againſt Hea- 
dmeſs, Violence and Contention, Who being in their 
Youth, ſhall not watch and ſtrive againſt youthful 
Luſis, Who being in the maturer Age of Jar- 
hood, ſhall not watch and ſtrive againſt the W:/- 
dom that is earthly, ſenſual and deviliſh;, and as per- 


niciows, tho leſs ſcandalous, than the Brutality of | 
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Youth. Who being in old Ape, ſhall not watch 
and ſtrive againſt Impatzence, evil Suſpitions, ©ue- 
raulouſneſs, and the Root of Evil, Coverouſneſs. 
Who being /1agitrates, ſhall not watch and ſtrive 
againſt Pride, ana Avarice, and Injuſtice (their 
known Daughters). Who being Mimifters, ſhall 
not watch and ſtrive againſt an inanimate lifeleſs 
Formality in the Uſe of holy things; and againſt Ex- 
travagancy from them, to the Cares and Studies of 
ſuch, as neither are holy, or make for Holineſs. 
Who being in Proſperity, do not watch and ſtrive 
againſt Ambition and Luxury, Who being in Ad- 
verſity, do not watch and ſtrive againſt Deſpon- 
dence and Impatience, and Envy at the Proſperous. 
Who being in #// Company, do not watch and 
ſtrive againſt evil Compliances with them. Who 
being Hwbands, do not watch and ſtrive againſt 
Harſhneſs ;, being Wives, do not watch and ſtrive 
againſt Diſreſpetiiueneſs being Parents, do not 
watch and {trive againſt oo +, ag Fonaneſs ;, 
being Maſters or Miſtreſſes, do itt watch and 
ſtrive againſt all Abuſes of their Power, Who be- 
ing Children, do not watch-and ſtrive againſt Di/- 
foliar and Diſobedzjence;, being Servants, do not 
watch and ſtrive againſt all VUnfaithfulne ſs. 

There is an Antipathy between Praying and 
Sinning. Sin muſt drive out Prayer, if Prayer do 
not drive out Sin. ON. 

R. 4. Beg the Holy Ghoſts Aid. Bis Aſſiſtance 
iS babitual and aftual. There can be no Supplica- 
tion, where he works not the Habit of Grace. He 
mult kizale that Fire, before Prayer can flame. 
Yea, and having kindled it, he muſt alſo blow ze 
wp, before it will flame, We need his Mevour, 

or 
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for the Time, for the Matter, and for the Mar. 
ner of Prayer. For the Time ; we ſhall not ſay, 
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Now we will ſeek God, if he ſay not, Seek ye 
now the Face of your God. For the Matter ;, we 
ſhall ask Stones and Scorpions, if he bid us not 
ask Bread and Fiſh, For the Manner ; we ſhall 
pray with Arrogance, if be fill us nor with Reve. 
rence; with Diſtrnſt, if he give us not filial Conf. 
dence : - with lifeleſs Words, if he put not Into ys 
lively Aﬀettions, 

When Prayer 1s not in, or by the Holy Ghoſh, | 
(whether be with a Book or withour one) Gift | 
will outrun Graces, and Zuſts will outrun both of 
them. Blow on my Garden, O Holy Spirit, and the 
Spices ſhall flow forth, Cleanſe and quicken uy 
Heart by thy Inſpirations. 

R. 5. Search into your States and Conditions, |. e. 
examine frequently and ſeriouily, whether of a | 
Truth, you are ſpiritually alzve or dead. If alive, | 
whether you JF thriving or decaying in ſpiritual | 
Life ? Doubts concerning theſe things do make us | 
at a loſs in all the Parts of Prayer, and do diſcon- | 
rage us from it, and in ir. For, what Heart can | 
we have to addreſs unto a King, while we know | 
not but that his Soul abhors us ; and we do ſore- 
ly fear that it doth ſo? In ſhort, your Hearts be 
Fes Labyrinths. Every Winding and Turning 
of it cannot, in haſte, be diſcovered. All the 
Errors of your Ways will not be exactly known, 
after your ſevereſt Search. But, the habitual Fram | 
of your Hearts, and the ordinary Courſe of your | 
Lives, are not very hard to be found out, unleſs 
you will firſt be your own Flatterers, and thereby | 


ney your ſelves to be farther deceived by 
others, 
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others. By that ſaid Frame and Courſe, you niay 
judg of your Srate, whether it be of Grace and 
Peace , and of your Condition, whether it be riling 
or ſioking. Wherefore, live you not content un- 
der your Clouds, aid quiet in your Darkneſs; 
Retire from your Vanities; Deſcend into your 
ſelves; As onder God's Eye, ſtrain your Minds; 
witha Reſolution to know the moſt that you can 
know of your ſelves. Require Conſcience to give 
you its Verdict ; and, as you certainly ought, be 
decided by your Conſcience. If our Hearts (at- 
ter ſtri&teſt Search) condemn #4 nor, (of any habi- 
tvally indulged Sin) then have we Confidence to- 
wards Goa, (we ought to be confident that God 
accepteth our Perſons and our Prayers): 

Self-ignorance is Water, Self-knowledg 1s Ol t6 
the Flame of Prayer : Self- examination gives Light 
and Life to Prayer and Supplicaiion. 

R.6. Make Conſcience of Preparations, The Coals 
of habitual Grace, rho not quenched by any groſs 
Sin, will be cruelly deadned by ouf worldly Buit- 
neſs; or, by our over-doing it. And, as ofc as 
we would have our Hearts hot enongh to prays 
we muſt blow thoſe Coals. Somerimes more; 
ſometimes leſs, but always 22ore or leſs we mult 
blow them. You think your ſelves more hea» enly 
than tne Man after God's Heart, if you dream that 
this 1s more than needs. Hedid need rhe Bellows, 
ne fell to blowing, to get an holy Heat and ſutable 
Temper for Worſii), You allo do want, and 
oh were beſt ro take up thoſe {ſpiritaal Bellows 
efore you offer up your Prayers: Saying as hes 
Bleſs the Lord, O mv Soul ! Praiſe him, O all that 54 
Withi9 is 1 Bleſs birj! Forget not thy own evil Du- 
| bngs; 


aw 
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ings, nor bis good ones! Rub thy Eyes, rouſe up 
thy ſelf, O my Soul! And perfume the Breath 
thou prayeſt with. Cardinal Woolſey was accuſed 
of Treaſon, for coming into the King's Preſence 
with ſtinking Breath. Come not thou with ſuch 
into God's Preſence ! 

They know what they do, who do give them- | 
ſelves a Lecture, as conſtantly as they do offer | 
Gcd a Prayer ! | | 

R. 7. Take all Opportunities, You are command- ! 
ed to pray always, that is, in all the Seaſons of It, ; 
without Wearineſs or Dejection by any Diſcou- | 
ragements. This got Jacob the Name of Prince. | 
This gained the poor Canaanite an honourable Te- ' 
ſtimony from Chriſt ; O Woman, great u# thy Faith! | 
This hath the Promiſe ; In due Seaſor we ſhall reap | 
if we faint not. Wherefore, regard no Objects | 
ons, but pray without ceaſing. Obj. 1. Hath God! 
purpoſed, and promiſed, to give us all good things, - 
and do we n:ed, nevertheleſs, to pray for them? Anſ.'. 
Yes, for Carii# himſelf was fain to pray for the 
things that, were purpoſed for him, and promiſed * 
to kim. Pſal. 2.6. Ask me, and I will give thee. | 
Gods a Kino, and will iflne his Mercy in ſuch way | 
as ſhall be moſt for his Glory. The way of Prayer | | 
15 {ach , becauſe 11 Praying we give Worlihip,| : 

\L 


and we fetch Strength for Obedience. Godt alſo 

4 Father, and loveth, and pleaſeth to ſhow that he 

lovech, to ſee his Childrens Faces, and hear their | } 
Voices: And is known to tell them, when they 4 4 
are negligent, that they have not, becauſe they ak. 
rot, Obj.2. But we feel or fear Deſertion ; and i, 
Can, or ought we then to pray * Anſw., When Godt 1] 
hides his Face, our State Is 44k and doleſorr, buthn 
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not deſperate. Wherefore, we may and muſt 
pray. What means thar Command, Call upon me 
in the Day of Trouble ? Plal. 50. 15. Obj. 3. Tea, 
but we-tan make no Prayers but ſuch as God muſt necas 
abhor. He can never delight in ſuch polluted Preces, 
a4 do even ſtink in our own Noſtrils, Anſw. This is 
| often ſaid, and raſhly, for the moſt parc. Whar 
| followeth is certain Truth. Sins of Infirmity ; op- 
poſed and lamented Sins, not indulged and cockered 
' ones ; theſe be leſs offenſive to God, than they 
; be unto Penitents. And whatever ll Scent they 
do give our Prayers, Chriſt's refining Mediation 

| takes it away. Elſe, Elias his ſinful Pailions had 
| ſpoiled his Prayers. Elſe, David's Failings in his 
; Carriage before Achiſh, had made his Prayers at 
| that time of leſs Effet. In ſhort ; otherwite, it 
; | were in vain for the moſt righteovs Man on Earth. 
d' to call upon God. Ob). 4. Bur we fear our very 
, Faith u unſound. Anſw, You ſhould be well ©4- 
.' viſed of the Reaſon of that Fear, before Y OL 
© \over-much indulge it. But, ſuppoſe rhe worſt 
d *you can, why muit Prayer be given over ? Dream 
e you, that an unſound Believer may not pray ? Noubt- 
y lefs, all Men are bound to prav. Rcathens do 
[| know, and teach fo much. Dream you that Ft ayer 
P, | # not an appointed Means of Grace for the Viregenc- 
ff rate? See Ezck. 36.206, 27. A new Heart | will 
&\ grve © but for this will ] be ſought nnto. See aifo 
If | PJal. 14. 4. God chargeth ir as a Sin vpon very 
2) (Atheiſts, that they do not pray and leck unto 
k. him. Drean you that God did newer £1Ve Tractors 
d* Anſ Pcr's '&9 an urregererate Atans TI ayers ? For 
df ſhame, think better. Ephraim praved, Turn thou 
ty me: and God anſwered, 1 will ſurcly have Mercy 
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upon him, Jer. 31. 18, 20. Wicked Jehoabas by.| 
ſougiat the Lord. and the Lord heard him, 2 Kip, 
13-4. Whar are Cariſt's Words in Mat. 1g 
O thou wicked Servant, 1 forgave thee the Debt, þ.| 
cauſe thou prayed me! Ifhmael was heard in hy} 
Cry, Gen. 21.17. [na word, leave not off boy. 
ing thy Knees to him whoſe Hands made ay} 
faſhioned thee ; and who never yet trampled ona} 
Worm creeping towards him, with a Defire to 
be reſtored to his Image and Favour. Oy, 5! 
We ſhould hald on Praying, if, to all our other Sin, ( 
we had not added Backſliding, Anſw. For what | 
were God's Tenders of Grace to Backſlider 
framed, fil:d, and recorded, do you think ? Je, 
3-22. Ketur: ye backſliding Children, and I will bul | 
your Backſlidings. Hol. 1 4.4. I will heal their Bath | 
ſligings, and love them freely, for nine Anger 1s tum ( 
ed away. = 
What was SamuePs Word, is every true Chr 
ſtian's ; God forbid that 1 ſhould ceaſe to pray Thi 1 
are not themſelves, if at any time they ask, Wh 
ſhould I pray, and wait for the Lord, any longa! i 
Meditation and Prajer are Bread and Salt, ther f 


no living a Day without them. | 
= 

9. 2. In, Prayer you muſt, - c 

R. 1. Bz bumole, For, you are Creatures, Ulf 1 


gri!lry ones. And, the more God magnifes y6 
the farther you ſhould be from magnifying yO - 
ſelves. If rhey bumble themſelves, then hear and ſati\01 
2 'Cnhron.:7. 14 bj 

R. 2. Be thankful, For, to be out of Hell, al it 
to be praying for Heaven, is Mercy that deſerlf 
Thankxſgiring ! Inevery thing give T banks, i T hell 
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And, Let your Requeſts be made known with T hankſ- 
| gjvingy PRIL 4. _ 
.| R. 3. Be faithful, For, this is the grand Con- 
| dition of Prayer. Whatſoever ye atk believing, ye 
J ſhall recerveit, Mate. 21. 23. BY Faith Abel offered 
va more excellent Sacrifice than Cain, Heb. 11, With- 
-t ont Faith in God's Nature, and Belief of his Per- 
{| fections ; without Faith in God's Son, and Reli- 
2) ance on his Merits and Mediation ; without Faith 
in God s Promiſes, and Improvement of them un- 
! to our Encouragement; it's 1mpoſlidle to pleaſe 
1 God in our Prayers. Ihe Prayer that avalleth, 
# is the Prayer of this threefold Faith : Jam. 5. 
ly R. 4. Be fiacere. For, without Sincerity, all 
7, Worſhip is bat Lies and Deceit. #f. : ;. ut. 
i It's the Prayer of the Upright that is God's Delight, 
] Prov. 15.8. Godisa Spirit; our Mediator with. 
God, 1s holy and undefiled; Wo is ours, if we 
| draw not nmeb with true Hearts, Heb. 10, Molt 
t Hypocrites are afraid ; and all have Reaſon enough 
# {o to be | 
"" R.F. Bewatchful. For, as we are bid to watch 
' unto Prayer, Eph. 6. 18, and have Example given 
) for watching after it ; ſo we are commanded to 
| Watch in Prayer, Col. 4. 2. carefully to look to our 
| Words, and to our Afﬀections. As Men uſe to 
do, when they are ſpeaking to their King, abour 
8 n0 leſs a Matter than their Life. 
kW R.6. Be fervent. For, a cold Sacrifice is an 
f! Abomination, What is lukewarm, Chriit will ſpxe 
#jout of his Mouth, Prayer effectual is fervent, 
fam. 5, God is not ſought in it, or not 85G :d, 
1d if hz be not ſought with all the Heart and the Soul, 
Det. 4. 20. unleſs we pant after him ia our Pray- 
B 3 cl'Sy 
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ers, 2s the hunted Hart pants after Waters. God 
is all Life, and will not brook Prayers that are | 
m—_s_ Eo ps on | 

R. 7. Be obſervant. Obſerve narrowly the 
Workings of your Hearts towards God, and the 
Workings of the Holy Ghoſt in your Hearts. [f| 
any where, here, that Counſel is good 3 Tak 
heed to your Spirits, For, how ſhould you other. 
wife know, whether you Pray or Babble 2 Wor.) 
ſhip God, or Mock him ? Unleſs you do all Yong! 
your Prayer reflect, and mark, with what Awe 
you preface your Prayer ! With what Contrition| 
you make your Confeſſions ! With what Self-abaſe. 
ment you deprecate deſerved Evils. With what! 
Fervor you put up your Peritions for good things! 
With what Compaſſion you make your JInterceſſs; 
ens! With what Complacence you offer your| 
Thankſprvings! With what Faith and Hope you 
conclude your Suit! We mult take heed, that 
while we keep from the Pride of Merit by our 
Prayers, we do not go without the Comfort of Fat 
in them. It is a Fruit of Chriſt's Mediation, 


"REI, 


_ 


ilaviſh Fear. To be always anxious and ſolici- 
tous, whether ur Prayers be accepted with God 
or no, Is the worſt kind of Fear that we are liabk| 
unto. How. can we more diſhonour God, thai} 
by judging, that when we do our beſt and utmoſt} 
in his ſincere Service, he is not pleaſed, and what] 
we do 1s not accepted ? This is to ſuppoſe hin} 


| ſevere, angry, always diſpleaſed, ready to take Ad 


vantage, and one whom nothing will ſatisfy. Such 
Thoughts are the Marks of the wicked Servant,: 
Luk,19.20,21,22. See Dr. Owen on Heb,6.7,8, p70. 
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| &. 3. After Prayer you muſt, 

R. 1. Watch your Hearts, That you loſe not 
preſently the Change for the better, which was 
made by Prayer. When we come out of a hot 
Bath, we are very liable to take cold. 

R.2. Wait God®s Anſwers, They who pray ſin- 
cerely, do expect and look for their Anſwers dili- 
gently. As David ; they, not only pray, but look 
up, They look up, and obſerve whether the 
Blellings that they ask do come down. 

R. 3. Look back on your Failings, The Failings 
of one Prayer make Matter of Confeſſion in ano- 
ther. And of Humiliation, throughout our Life. 
Nor may we think that God will forget them, un- 
leſs we do (to that eitect) remember them. 

R. 4. Humble your ſelves under God's Delays and 
Demals. God often delays, yea and often denies 
his Children, what they ask. Chriſt himſelf was 
denied one thing which he asked ; the Cup might 
not paſs away from him, tho an Angel was ſentto 
comfort him. Wherefore, make not more of it 
than it deſerves, if God denies what you crave. 
But, as there 1s Reaſon, ſtill ſuſpect ſome Fault in 
your ſelves. Maintain a godly Fealouſy, of your 
having meritorioully procured your Denial, by 
ſome Miſcarriage. However, dare not for your 


| Lives, to charge God fooliſhly, with Untruth or 


Unkindneſs. 

R.5. Bleſs the Divine Grace for all your Grants 
and Hopes. You are far from Merit of all gocd 
Hopes or Enjoyments. It 1s by Grace, moſt rich 
and moſt free, that you have either. 


B 4 


R. 6. 
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R. 6. Reſt not in your Prayers. Idle Beggars be | 
odious Creatures : Not welcome to God's Doors, 
Hands, as well as Hearts, muſt be lift up unto 
God 3 Lam. 3. 41. God will not att for them, whoſe | 
Prayers do not quicken them to ait for him. Prayer 
1s ſo far from excuſing all other Dury, : that it 
binds ns unto it. In every Prayer there is an im- 
plicit Yow, if not an expreſs one, for it. 

R. 7. Behoiy berween your Prayers. Live accord- 
Ing to the Prayers you have put vp ; and live as 
thoſe who have more to put up. Of all times, you | 
are pureſt 15 your praying ones. Be it your Care 
to keep your Garments clean between thoſe times, | 
Having, made fuch and ſuch Prayers 3 and being | 
anon to go petition the Lord again, Let us cleanſe 
ehr ſelves from all Corruption of Fleſh and Spirit. 
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| MOTIVES (0 Prayer. | 
HE Titles of it are moving. And would 


[6 be forcive upon us, if they were fami- 
- | liar unto us. A few of them I give. Prayer is 


$ | 
And as 


F 


F-] andet the Law, fo now, Offerings are to be uni- | 
' verſally preſented by all ; by Rich and Poor. And, | 

| lIaborzouſly, none are to. 'offer what colts them no- ti 
' thing. And, freely, Mens Hearts muſt ſtir them | 

| UP, their Spirits muſt make them willing, Exod, [ 
35. 21. Who dares rob God of his Offerings ? [ 

2. Pure Incenſe. Mal. 1.11. As of old the ho- 
| Iy Incenſe was a Compound of rich Ingredients, | 
ſo is Prayer of all heavenly Graces. As thoſe In- 

| gredients were beater, and their Vertues fetched ; 

- Out, ſo theſe Graces mult be exerted and put in | 

ation. As they were alſo adviſedly prepared 

and ordered, ſo muſt theſe Graces be deliberately 

excited. As that Incenſe was offered up in Fire 

- on the Altar, ſo muſt Prayer be 1n holy Zeal, up- 

| on Jeſus Chriſt, the ſpiritual true: Altar. - Then | 

| It is an Offering of ſweet {ſmelling Savour ! And Y 

| 'F would neglect it ? J 


. An Offering to God, Zeph. 3. 10. 


SS GIS, © * 


| 3. Coming to God, Jer. 2.31. We will come no 
| more wnto thee, is, we will pray no more unto 
| thee. Praying | is coming into God's ſpecial Pre- 
| ſence. Omiſſion of Prayer is called Forgerting of 
| God, Jer. 2. 32. And It is the Brand: ſet upon | 
Atheiſts, I 
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 Jows to Friendſhip. They kindle it, maintain 
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Atheiſts, they call not upon God, Pſal. 53. I, 4. Who 
would have this ſaid of * them ? 

4. Talking with God. Fob 15. 4. Thou reſtrain. | 
eſt talking with God, ſo is the Original, which| 
we well render, Thou reſtraineſt Prayer. To neg. 
Ic Praying, is to ſhow the Lord that we have no| 
thing.to ſay to him. He is one that we delire not 
to diſcourſe with. And will you be ſuch ? 

5. A taking hold of God. Gen. 32. 24. Jacob 
wreſtled mith Grd; and Wreſtlers do cloſe in and] 
take hold of each other. The Prophet ſaith,| 
that by bis Strength, that is, God*s Strength, which 
Is his rich Grace, Facob had Power with God;' 
prevailing Power : Hoſea 12. 2. God giveth 
Strength urito them that wreſtle with him. And, 
graciouſly yields them their holy Wills, when, 
they agonize and ſtrive in their Prayers. Read; 
Iſa. 27. 25. Let him take hold of my Strength, that hu 
may make Peace with me, and be ſhall make Peat 
with me, What Heart doth not this move? 
6. Viſuting of God, Iſa. 26. 16. In Trouble they 
have viſited thee. Viſits are Fire, Fuel, and Bel- 


it, and encreaſe it. Weare weary of our Friends, 
when we withdraw our Feet from their Houſe, 
even when we need and they invite. And God 
telis them whoare ſeldom praying,. that they are! 
weary of him : 1/a. 43. 22. He will alſo tell then| 
one day, that having viſited him ſo little, be 
knoweth them not, Mat. 7. 23. Know this Terror, 
O Reader | 4 

7. Caſting Care upen God : 1 Pet. 5. 7. This we 
are commanded to do, but how ſhall we do it ? | 


can deviſe no way, but by Praying. In which mt 
vel 


 —— 


—_ 
- 


” TX yy —— 


ak 


Motives to Prayer. 27 
vent our Troubles, and eaſe our Hearts in Com- 


plaints to him. So that it is with us as with the 
Earth, when the Wind 1s let out, which being 


pent up in It, did ſhake and tear It; 1t is then 
ſtill and quiet. Moreover, in Prayer we reſug 


up all our Afﬀairs to God, devolve all on him, put 
all into his Hand, willing that he do what he 


pleaſerh, and reſolving to be pleaſed therewith. 


By means whereof it comes to be with us as with 
4 poor Man in a vexatious Suit at Law, who ha- 


\ ving to little purpoſe racked his Head to extricate 


himſelf, is at his Wits ends; and knowing not 


what to do better, goes and puts his whole Bufi- 


neſs into the Hand of an able and faithful Coun« 
ſellor, reſolving to acquieſce 1n whatever Iſſue he 
brings it unto; ſaying, Now my Mind 1s at reſt, 
now I am at eaſe. And thus dol conſtrue Phzl. 
4. 6, 7. Be careful for nothing ;, (In the Original, 
diſtract your ſelves for nothing, or not art all) but 
in every thing, by Supplication and Prayer, with 
Thanksgiving, let your Requeſts be made knows unto 
God, Letall the Children of Afﬀiction get well 
acquainted with this Name of Prayer. It will be 
a Net to take them, and a Band to hold them un- 
to Prayer. 

8. Delighting in God: Pſal. 37. 44 The Inter- 
rogation ſpeaks this in Fob 27. ro. Will the Hypo- 
crite delight himſelf in the Almighty ? wall he always 
call upon Ged? Nature and Grace do make Chil- 
dren wondrouſly delight to look upon and ſpeak 
unto their Fathers ! Ubs Amor, ib; Oculus, atq, Os. 
Love 1s gone when Prayer is done. Life is loſt 
when a Man 1s bereft of his Breath. Breath, 
which is not ſweeter toany Man, than Prayer 2 
Woy'! 
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holy one 3 that is, as far as he is holy ! Were it. 
not for Prayer I could not live, ſaith one. 


9. Making God our God, Pſal, 62. 8, Truſt m 
the Lord at all times, q. d. Make the true God, 
and no Idol, your God. And how ? Pour out 
your Heart before bim © 1. e. pray to him. For by 
Prayer It 1s, that we acknowledg his Right to dil- 
pole of us. And, ſhow that we do take him-for 
our Owner, Ruler and BenefaCtor. To take any 
thing, without asking his leave, is Theft and 
Robbery. And to uſe any thing, without the 
Paiment of Thankſgiving, is very Sacrilege and 
Blaſphemy. He that prayeth not unto God, he 
carries it as if he thought himſelf'to be God ; his 
Perſon to be Soveraign ; the Air that he breathes 
in, and the Earth that he treads on, and the 
Bread that he feeds on, and all that he uſes or 


needs, to be his own. He entrenches upon God's | 


Prerogative, and denieth his Godhead. This 
ſurely wil pull us down upon our Knees. 

10. Reducing the Myſteries of Godlineſs into Pra- 
fice, So have ſome great Divines itil:d Praying 3 
and not amils, but very agreeably to the Scrip- 
tures. In which Prayer is a hundred times put to 


ſignify all Religion. The Myſteries whereof are 


principally the Dottrine of the Trinity, and the Me- 
aiation of Corijse Feſus. Both which are made uſe 
of in Prayer, and that in ſpecial manner. Foraſ- 
much as 1n Prayer we unriddle tne Myſtery of the 
Frinity, directing our Addreſs unto the Father, 
as receiving it, through the Son as preſenting it for 
u3z by the Spirir, as firſt endzrsng it, and helping 
our Inarmities in putting it up. As Creatures we 


come to the Father the Fountain of our Beings, 


and 
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and of all Bleſſings : As gailey Creatures we dare 
not come immediately, but betake ns unto the 
Son, by his Merit and Mediation to find us Accep- 
tance. As impotent weak Creatures we cannot come 
unaſſiſtedly, but crave Help from the Holy Ghoſt, 
and depend on him for Aſſiſtance. And for En- 
couragement alſo ;, for we are at a loſs, and know 
not what to think of it, whether Chriſt will ten- 
der our Suit, and be our kind Advocate, till the 
good Spirit hearten us, and give us the Boldneſs 
to truſt him. Thus, through Chriſt, we have Ac- 
ceſs by the Spirit, unto the Father, Chriſt's Media- 
tion was, we know, to bring us unto God. And, 
coming unto God by Jeſus Chriſt, is the whole 
Duty of Man. But, wherein do we either really 
do ſo, or ſenſibly find that we do ſo come unto 
God, as in the Duty of Prayer ? Wherein doth 
Chriſt ſo take us by the Hand, bide our Sins, pre- - 
ſent our Perſons to God, procure our Accep- 
tance, Pour out his Benefits on us, as in Prayer ? 
It. Pleaſing God. Prov. 15.8. 1he Prayer of the 
Upright # God s Delight. It is as truly ſo, as the 
ſinleſs Hallelujahs in Heaven are ſo. Our Saviour 
tells the Church in her imperfect State 3 Sweet is 
thy Voice, and thy Countenance i comely, Cant.2.1 4: 
And, what ? Is it not a dangerous thing to detain 
from Kings their Pleaſure ? What they delight to 
receive, who is there but delights to give ? 
I2. Profiting our Souls : Jam. 5.16. [t avalleth 
much, Ir's profitable unto all things; yea, and 
Perſons. How marvellous things hath it done ? 
Beyond compare and without Number. I will in- 
[tance in but one ; it's killing of Dragons, ſpiri- 
tual Dragons, our cruel domineering Corrupti- 
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ons. The Prophet ſtileth Prayer'a whiſpering, 6 | 
 fefily ſpeaking, as belt Hebricians read the word 
Iſa. 26. 16. A word which they obferve uſed, 
Fer. 8.17. for Charming. The whole Generation 
of the Juſt will all vouch for this, that they bave 
found holy Prayer the beſt of ſpiritual Charing, 
for all the Suggeſtions of the. old Serpent. The 
moſt powerful Means to bring both Temptations | 
and Corruptions underi Command * And to throy | 
down the Heights 'and Heats of both. Sin is not | 
our Grief or Fears, if this make us not to > love 


Prayer. 


M. 2. The common Reaſons for Prayer are _— +] 
They {eem twice dead, whom theſe move not, 
I. God's Gooaneſs ; eſſential and communicative. Y 
Goodneſs in himſelf, and unto us. How do theſe ; 
invite us to be Supplicants ! Bewitched are the | 
ſtarving Beggars that ſpare to knock at ſuch a 
God's Doors, who 1s Love it ſelf, and reader to, | 
ove than any one 1s to ask. 
2, Jeſus Chriſt's Grace. It has coſt him dear, 
to make us a way open unto Prayer : To gain us | 
Leave and Encouragement to come to God for the 
Suppiy of every Want. What Monſters are we, | 
if now we will not come ? Madneſs to a Prodigy ! 1 | 
3. The Holy Ghoſt's Deſcent. He is come down 
from + pews. to 'help us ſend up Prayers unto 
Heaven! And how 1s he reſiſted, vexcd, and gric- | 
ved, by ſuch as do virtually bid him be gone 
again ? Telling him 1n Practice, they will not trou- 
ble him to endite many Prayers for them. 
4. Our Neceſſities, This World 1s full of Want. 


Want is the Parcnt of Deiirc res ; and how mon- 
— : | 
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 ſtrous is Deſi re without Prayer ? 3. e. Conception 
\ without Birth ? 

| 5. Our Engagements, How obliged are we by 
| | Divine Precepts, "Threats and Promiſes, by our 
 Jown Vows, and what not, to pray without 
Iceaſing ? 

| 6. Our Graces. Theſe qualify for Prayer ; they 


| | excite to Prayer, they ſ«bſt not without Prayer. 


| 7, Cur Calling. We are Prieſts to God : 
f 


and 


| Prayers are Sacrihices- But what a Creetiire | IS a 
Prieſt without Sacrifice ? 


8. Our Enemies. Theſe do not ſ{lumbes or 
nw Satan, the Head of them, pleads againſt 


us Night and Day. What? and ſhall not we pray 
Hee kh for our Souls, Night and Day ? 
. Our Obſervations, Do we not (ee what be 
Va Kandons Families, Perſons, that call not 
: | upon ' God ! How vile they be,' and miſerable ? 
; How like to Hell, which were not Hell, if Prayer 
, | could be in 1r. 
'T 10, Our Experiences. Would we, for all the 
| World, either bear again what we have endured 
; | for omitting Prayer ? Or part with that which 
, ſometimes we have got by Prayer ? No Fools are 
\ | worſe than thoſe who are 1ncorrigible by their ve- 
| | ry Experience. 
11. Our Hoxoxr, An Honour we take it for, 
, | to ſtand, not before mean Perſons, but before 
. | Kings. But, Is any King equal unto God ? Is not 
U Prayer a ſtanding hefars him ? Is there a higher 
. : Honour on the Earth to be ambitioned ? | 
' 12, Our Nature. Our natural Love of ear 
| | ſelves, who periſh without Praycr ; of our Chil- 
aren, upon whom God threatens to viſit our [a1- 
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quittes, 1f we pray not ; and of the ation we lin 
in; that 1s the better for our Prayer, and the 
worſe for our Neglect. 

Prayer Is the Trampert which alarums Heaven 
and calls in God to our Help. Foſhna's Sword j 
but a Straw without doſes his Prayer. The Dif. 
ciples Neglect of Prayer led them into Temptz 
tion, and Chriit's Prayer brouzht them out. He, 
the moſt glorious Conqueror, "did nothing with| 
out Prayer. Prayer, which appears therefonf 
moſt neceſſary for our Strength and Life : Prayer, 
whigh doth fo exerciſe, encreaſe and evidence Gray 
Prayer, which like Jonathan's Bow, never returny 
empty. Prayer, which opens Heaven, and ſhutþ/ 


It : Strangleth Plots, vanquiſheth Armes, ws 


eth Priſon-dvors, ſtoppeth tne S7, and drives | j 
back 3 taketh hold of the Almighty, and therg*( 
fore hath all things poſlib'e unto ir. j 6 

That notable Miracles are done by it, is manift. 4 
t0 all that give themſelves to Prayer ; and aq for as þ 

they cannot dciy it. 

Sir, 1 graat all this to be true. But, alas, Us 
belief is my Tertian, if not my Cotidian ; if 
frequent, if not my every day's Obſtruftion, Cai 
none of the leaſt repurcd Chriſtians among ws; | 
And what would you have me ro do, when {8 
find but little Faith, and no Fervency to pri 
with ? 

Judicious Biſhop Wilkins hath anſwered ſug 
Enquirers, 1n his plainl / Iacomparable Treatiff'* 
of Prayer, P. 31, 32, 33» 34, 35- Him l ſhall fo mu 
low, and thus | wouid have thee to do; Go, | 
thy Mouth with Arguments ! His Deticions are m0 
powerful, whoſe Arguments are moſt plentify P 


" — 4X3. mo; Aa. 


—_ 2. AC _ 


-; way —” EO_— —— 


Motives to Prayer, J'3 


| And the Scripture furniſheth you with an abun- =o « 
{| dance: an abundance of ſuch as the Holy Ghoſt 
{ ;ſeth to make mighty, for {trengthning Faith and 

| Fervence. Of which ſort are theſe Confiderati- 

| ons of God, and theſe of our ſelves, which follow. 


| To hearten thy Confidence, that God will grant 
thy Prayer, and thereby kindle thy Zeal to 
f pray, go aſide, and think and fſay thus to thy 


| elf ; 


| 1. God's Power encourages me x and I will go 
| plead as foſes , O Lord God, What God 1s there in 
| Heaven or Earth, that can do accoraing to thy Works, 
q and Aaccoraing to thy Might ? Deut. 3. And as Jeho- 
Tſaphat; O Lord God of our Fathers, Art not thou 
God in Heaven? Ruleſt not thou over all the Ring- 
/ dons © And in thy Hand is there not Power and 
4 Might, ſo that none 1s able to withſtand thee ? 
1, 2 Chron. 20, 


| 


n 2. God's Wiſdom encourages me; and I will go 
nl Plead ir, He is the only wite God, 1 Tim. 1. 
be is wonderful in Counſel, and excellent in working, 
x 1ſ4. 29. 29, God is mighty in Wiſdom and 
af SECCN SU. 

af 


E So God's Fuſtice ENCOUTATES MC )F and I will 46 
\Aplcad it. Ay Voice ſhalt thon hear, O Lord; fer 
jou art ot a God that hath Pleaſure in Wickeaneſs ; 
« neither ſhall Evil awell with thee. tal. Jo 


ol 4+ God's Truth encourages me; and I will go 
plead ir, as David; O Lord God, thou art God, and 
of '$: iy 


a 
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thy Woras be true, and thou haft promiſed this Good. 


neſs tO thy Servant » therefore ow let it pleaſe thee ti 
bleſs ihe Houjt of thy Servant. 2 Sam. 7. 


5. Goa's Mercy encourages me; and I will go 
plead If. Save me for thy Merits ake, Pſal. 6 
Look down from Heaven, from the Habitation of thy 
Holineſs and of thy Glory ;, where 1s thy Zeal and th 
Strength, the ſoundiag of thy Buwels and of thy Mer. 
cies towaids ne? are they reſtrained ? Has 63. 


6. God 5 Glory encourages me ;, and | will go Pleady 
it. What wilt thou ds for thy great Name? Joſh, © 
Do not abhor us, for thy Name's ſake ; do not diſuran) 
the Throne of thy Glory, Jer. 14- 


7. God's Covenant with yiy ſelf enconrages me; 
and I will go plead it. He hath made with me a 
everlaſtins Covenant, ordered in all things and ſur, 
2 S3M. 23.5. Remiember, break not thy Covenan 
with tz, Jer. 14. Thou art my God (my Covenant 
God) from my Mzith:r's Belly, Plal. 22. | | 


[. 

8. Goa's Crvenant with my Anceſtors encourati 
me, and 1 witi go pleadir, O Lord God of Iſras 
Keep wit thy Servant Tr;yid my Father, that thi 
prom:ſeast him ! Let th; ord be verified which th 
Spakeſt unto hlin. 1 Rings 3, 


9. Gid 5s Command to pray encourages me ;, and? 
wiil go plead it. Thou ſayeit, Srek ye my Fad! 
a:d my Heart anſatrs, Thy Face, Lord, I will ſi 
|; uy | 
Plal, £ Te 


IO. God 


[| 


el 


( 
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10, God's Delipht in Mercy encourages me ;, and 
| will go plead that alſna. Who zs a God like unto 
thee, that pardoneth Iniquity, and paſſeth by Trarnſ- 
preſſion ? he retaineth nt hs Anger for ever, becauſe 
he delichteth in Aercy. Fie will turn again, he will 
have Compaſſion. Mic, 7. 18, 1 y. 


This being ſolemnly done, turn to confider thy 
ſelf, and humbly lay, 


1, My Relation to God encourages me to pray; and 
| will go plead it. O Lord, 1 amiicy Servant, 1 
am thy Servan., and the Son of thy Handmiaid, Pal. 
1:16. {] amrhice by perſonal .... parental Co- 
venant.) 


2, My Smcerity encourages mer; anJ-l wi: 0 
plead It. I am thine, ſave me, for I ſeek thy Pre- 
cepts, Pſal. 119, O Lord, I have walked before thee 
in Irnth, Iſa. 38. 3. | 


3. My Truſt in God encourages me; and I willgo 
plead it, Keep my Sout, and deliver me :, let me not 
be aſhamed, for in thee do I truſt, Pal. 25. 


4. My Extremities encourage me ;, and | will go 
plead them. Let thy tender Mercics ſpeedily prevent 
1, for we are brounht very low, Pial. 79.8. Attend 


| tomy Cry, for 1 am brought verylow, PlAl. 142, 


I My Rejolution tO gave Geda the Glory of bis B9#1- 
'y a3th excourage me ;, 2nd 1 will go plead it. Pſa! 
| C by G9, 


Pe o—— — OO 
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8o. 18. So will net we go back; quicken us, and nt 
will call on thy Name. 


6. My Experience of God's Readineſs to grant Pray. 
er doth euconrage me; and I will go plead that, 
In the Day when I cried, thou anſwereait me, and 
ſtrengthned} me with Strength in my Soul, Pal, 


138: 36 : 


7. My Experience of the Evil of reſtraining Pray.) 

| er encourages me to pray; and I will go plead that. 

| While T kept Silence, my Bones waxed old through | 
roaring all the day long. Pal. 32. 


arth encourage me ;, and | will go plead it. Our Fa 
thers truſted in thee, and thou didſt deliver them :' 
They cried unto thee, and were delivered, Pſal. 22, 
They looked to him, and were lightned; their Faces 
were not aſhamed. Pſal. 34. 


8. My Obſervation of God s Kinaneſs to -- 


9, My Deſire of having many quickned to Prayer, . 
' by the good Fruit of my Praying, doth encourage me ;| 
and 1 will go plead it. Thrs ſhall be written for he 
Generations to come 3 and the People which ſhall be crea-\ 
$ il. red ſhall praiſe the Name of the Lord. Ariſe, and 
we'd have Mercy, ſo the Heathen ſhall fear the Name «f| 
FH 8 the Lord, and all the Kings of the Earth thy Glory, 
Plal, 102. | 


—_— 
- 


—_— 


10. My Remembrance of the Succeſs which ſont 
have had in Prayer, even then, when, to their own} 
-*pprohenfions, they could not pray, this doth encou-| 
rage| 
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rageme; and I will go plead it. In onePſalm _ 
| David ſaith in his Prayer, Mine Iniquities bave taken 
' hold upon me, ſo that 1 am not able to look up. Yet he 
# prays on, Be pleaſed, O Lord, to deliver me: O 
# Lord, make baſte to help me. Pſal. 40. In another 
4 extraordinary Prayer, he prayeth God to open 
F his Lips, ce. to glve him Ability to pray and 
' praiſe. Pſal. 51. 


, Having thus done as for thy Life, remember 
| theſe few Particulars : 


Deadneſs of Heart is thy own Fault z and as 
| ſuch, it is bitterly to be bewailed. And Pardon 
1 of it, and Power againſt it, 1s, without ceaſing, 
| to be begged. But, 


| 
© 
4 


,, Deadneſs of Heart is alſo God's Chaſtiſement, 
; and an Evil which he inflicts on thee for foregoing 
Miſcarriages : and as ſuch, it 1s thy Duty to ſub- 
mit, and be content to be grieved and vexed with 
.- It, till he ſhall pleaſe to give the Joy of Victory 
| over it. Knowing, for thy Comfort, that, 


 Deadneſs of Heart is but ſpir#t#al Sickneſs, and 
' not Death, as long as it is felt, lamented and re- 
liſted. Ard, it is a good and holy Prayer, in 
which it is lamented, as well as that in which it 1s 
really and ſenſibly further conquered. Finally, 
this alſo know thou 3 


* Deadneſs of Heart is not unfrequently a pro- 
| fitable Evil, a very beneficial Diſeaſe. It is ſo, 


— — 
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when, through God's Grace, what we want in / 
degrees of Duty, we make up in degrees of Hu. | 
mulity. When we ſo improve our Failings, that 
the thinner we are of Fruit, the ſtronger we grow | 
in the Root. Evangelical Humility, 1s no leſs] 
than the Root of all Holineſs. Better 1t 1s to be 
humbled by ſinful Infirmities, than to be puffed] 
wp with Holy Dutics, He prays to God but 
vainly, who walks not with him houmbiy. what-} 
ever Seraphick Enlargements he hath in his Pray- 
ers. But, on the other hand, he is a Darling of 
God, (who takes the Will for the Deed In Du- | 
ties, as well as in Sins) and hu Leaf foal not, 
wither, bit whatever he doth ſhall projpsr, who' 
walks hunbly with his Gud, and prays hum-| 
bly to him. Alcho in his Prayers his Speech 

faulters, his Thowhts ſind yot thor Feet to fol-| 
low his Words ; and his Sprr:: is fo Teckled, 
that the moſt he can do is but to ſhake his' 
Chains and Fetters, and bewai! kis Stralcnings, , 
and cry (like a Priſoner through the Grates)! 
for Enlargement by God's free Sprrir, 2. e. he, 
who freeth Souls impriſoned, looſens their Bonds; | 
and giveth Liberty. 1 


o 
ww 


Holy Heman, for a time, was diſtracted, P/al, | 
8.15, Holy Aſzph was ſo troubled that he 
could not ſpeak, P/al. 77.4. Holy David was ſo 
ſunk in the Mire, that he was weary of his cry- 
ing, Pſi. 69.2, 3, Holy Zachariah was (for 
his Unbelicf) made dumb, and not able to ſpeak, 
Like 1. 20. 


Think 


; Think not thy ſelf alone, therefore ; but con- 
"| ſider and av as hath been adviſed ; walting on him 
| who hath ſaid, that his Priſoners of Ho pe ſhall 
| one day be al] enlarged. And, that the ; the of 
1} the Srammerers ſhall be ready to ſpeak. plainly, Us, 
t 32+ 4. Amen, 
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